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NEWS
CP of NYS ANNUAL CONFERENCE TIME IS NEAR

The 51st CP of NYS Annual Conference will be returning 
to beautiful and historic Saratoga Springs. The 2011 Con-
ference will take place October 24-26 at the Saratoga Hilton 
Hotel. This year’s Conference will again feature nationally 
known speakers conducting more than 40 workshops and 
educational sessions.

There will be a display of artwork created by people with 
-

nual Awards Banquet and the Celebrate Staff Dinner. Find 
out more and register for the event by visiting our website 
at www.cpofnys.org. 

Actress and motivational speaker Geri Jewell will deliver the 
Keynote Address to open the Annual Conference in the Hil-

become a regular performer on a network prime time televi-
sion show when she was cast as Cousin Geri on the hit NBC 

-
scending Disability in Hollywood and Beyond.”  Ms. Jew-
ell is internationally recognized as a powerful motivational 
speaker and trainer. 

-
ing dramas and documentaries. He was one of only three 
people to be selected internationally for the VSA 2010 

with a disability.

The CP of NYS Annual Conference will bring more than 
800 people from across the State to Saratoga Springs. For 
more information on the CP of NYS Annual Conference 
call (518) 436-0178 or go directly to the conference section 
of our website at 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES FEDERATION (PEF) 
REJECTS PROPOSED UNION CONTRACT



have rejected a proposed union contract triggering what the 

-

-
istration to come back to the bargaining table as soon as 
possible. He also said that “The decision to reject the ten-

contract.

MEDICARE, MEDICAID AT RISK AS “SUPER COM-
MITTEE” AND PRESIDENT CONTEMPLATE CUTS

-
icaid increased recently as Congress returned from Au-

Congress to pass a $447 billion jobs package for which he 

to Medicare and Medicaid.

-

package of at least $1.2 trillion from 2012 through 2021 

the-board cuts—50% to defense and 50% to non-defense 

cuts.   

Opening statements and the rules of the road were the order 

-

all of which called for cuts to Medicare and Medicaid. 
 
The President also delivered a speech to a joint session of 
Congress that day rolling out his $447 billion American 

programs and support for teachers and the unemployed. 
-

ing measures.

The President called on the Super Committee to increase its 

how “modest” reform to Medicare and Medicaid should be 

the coming days. CP of NYS is concerned about the nature 
of such “reform” and the potential to harm Medicaid pro-
viders and consumers. 

CP of NYS is concerned that reducing Medicare and Med-
icaid payments as part of a “jobs” package is the precise 
opposite of what must be done to protect and grow new 
jobs.  Medicaid services remain one of the few stable em-
ployment sectors during this era of high unemployment. 

-

generate as much as $150 billion for New York State and 
local economies each year and support as much as a mil-
lion jobs through direct employment and ripple-effect job 
creation and economic activity.   

GOVERNOR ACTS ON KEY LEGISLATION

Corporate Practice Bill Signed
Governor Cuomo signed S.5524 Flanagan/ A.8282 Glick as 
Chapter 581 0f the Laws of 2011.  This new statute resolves 

-

waiver under §6503-a.  CP of NYS has advocated strongly 

Legislature and the Administration for this resolution to the 

be able to apply.  

-
solved.  CP of NYS’ letter to the Governor urging his signa-
ture can be viewed at http://tinyurl.com/6jyrl5o.

OMIG Bill Vetoed

reform legislation (S.3184-A Little/A.5686-A Gottfried — 

-
vices districts). CP of NYS’ letter to the Governor urging 
his signature and his veto message can be viewed at http://
tinyurl.com/6z54eea and http://tinyurl.com/6353a57. The 
veto message calls for the creation of a work group of pro-
viders to work through the auditing issues and concerns.  



-

Additional OPWDD Bills Signed

which came out of the Assembly hearing on the New York 
Times article on the abuse of consumers in state operated 

-
lates to designating the ombudsman as an employee of the 
commissioner on quality of care and advocacy for persons 
with disabilities.

-
lates to reporting of serious crimes at mental hygiene facili-
ties within 24 hours.  The bill appears to be limited to State 
operated programs.

-
lates to providing notice of abuse investigations at mental 
hygiene agencies.  The bill would continue an investigation 
even in the event that an individual under investigation for 
abuse resigns.  The bill appears to be limited to State oper-
ated programs.

COURT INVALIDATES NEW YORK UNION 
NEUTRALITY LAW FOR A SECOND TIME

-
trality” law is pre-empted by federal labor laws and declared 
that the state is “permanently enjoined from implementing 
or enforcing that statute.”

in 2002 following years of lobbying by labor groups. The 
law prohibited employers from using any funds received 
from the state to encourage or discourage unionization or 

-
lective bargaining issues.

back to the District Court for further evaluation.

Parallel litigation involving a similar California law moved 

-
sibly attempted to regulate activity that federal labor law 

The new decision by the New York District Court relies 
heavily on the Supreme Court decision. The Court stated 
that “§211-a imposes a targeted negative restriction on em-
ployer speech about unionization. Because §211-a regulates 

CP of NYS HAS NEW LOOK AT 
WWW.CPOFNYS.ORG

CP of NYS recently launched a new and improved website 
at www.cpofnys.org.  
 

other important documents in various sections of the new 
site that will keep everyone informed about issues that are 

-
port and serve. There is a good deal of information about 

as resources and links for those seeking information. 

Our “Find Services” section allows visitors to the site to 
-

-
-

information about our advocacy efforts. 
 

Legislative information and information about the New 

 

-

 

web sites for government agencies and other organizations 

their families.
 

-
mation about the upcoming Annual Conference as well as 
past Conferences.  
 

Visit frequently for the latest information on topics impor-
tant to you and the people you support. 



CONFERENCE WILL PROVIDE INFORMATION 
ON TREATMENT AND CARE FOR ADULTS WITH 

CEREBRAL PALSY

 “Bridging Care for People with Cerebral Palsy” is a one-
day conference designed to provide critical information 
necessary to help prepare families and practitioners for the 
growing number of adults with cerebral palsy. The con-

York-Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital in 

that should be included in specialty care and transition from 
pediatric to adult care.

This one-day conference is being conducted by the Cere-

and presents a unique opportunity for families and clini-
-

an affordable price with families in mind.    

as a speaker. Dr. Dutkowsky is also a member of the Board 
of Directors of Cerebral Palsy Associations of New York 
State and will be speaking on October 25 at the CP of NYS 
Annual Conference in Saratoga Springs.

for the Future.”

For more information visit our website (here) or the Co-
lumbia Cerebral Palsy Center website at http://www.co-
lumbiacpcenter.org/.   

that you think may be interested.

UCP of NYC ARTIST WINS STATEWIDE ART 
CONTEST

the Year by Cerebral Palsy Associations of New York State 
(CP of NYS). 

poster containing all 18 pieces submitted by CP of NYS 

Springs City Center.

-
son (CP of the North Country) were named runners-up in 

the Hilton Hotel in Saratoga Springs.  

ENABLE, UPSTATE CP COLLABORATE ON 
TECH LOAN PROGRAM

have collaborated with the NYS Developmental Disabili-
ties Planning Council (DDPC) to create the Children’s As-

-

resources and meet the needs of the central New York re-
gion.

The project has created opportunities for children and their 
families to try out assistive technology equipment before 
purchase and to reduce waiting periods for equipment and 
devices. DDPC funds were used to purchase seating and 

-
-

-
ed a train-the-trainer approach for teaching AT assessment 
and evaluation to staff within partnering school districts.

Start-up funding from the DDPC was provided from 2004 to 
2006 and the CATS Project has continued to operate and in-

CP of NYS AND THE MTA TEAM UP TO PROVIDE 
SPECIALIZED TRAVEL TRAINING

Cerebral Palsy Associations of New York State and the 
MTA New York City Transit System are offering a free 

-
-

ees will learn to travel independently on one round-trip bus 
or subway route to a destination of their choice in New 
York City.

-

 
Through the one-on-one program trainees will master how 
to:



other tools

-
gencies

transportation.
 
The travel training is funded by MTA New York City Tran-
sit and provided by CP of NYS at no cost to trainees.
 

627 or e-mail 
traveltraining@cpofnys.org.

GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR 
RURAL HEALTH NETWORKS

The federal government is accepting applications through 
-

three or more health care providers.

Organizations that have already received a Network Plan-

are not eligible to apply for the same or similar projects that 
have already been funded.

The planning grants are designed to support the develop-
-

-

Services Administration. 

USTA GRANT HELPS QCP INTRODUCE PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES TO TENNIS

People with disabilities from the Queens Centers for Prog-
ress Day Habilitation Program in Jamaica have been invited 

-

tennis program. The Quick Start program was introduced to 

focus of this program is to teach the fundamentals of ten-

courts and a variety of activities. Day Hab individuals are 

how to play tennis. Point Set generously donated court time 

has supported this program through one of its grants. 


